
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – July 14, 2022 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Kristen Bieber, Rusty Burgett, Zach Meinders, Lynn Fahrmeier, Cody Hiemke, 

Tom Hodgman, Carol Heupel, Ron Lewis, Jim Morgan, Brett Pharo, Brenda Reau, Bill Shultz, Curt 

Stanley, Jake Thorne, Todd Taylor, Lisa Weeks 

Agenda: 

• Lynn Fahrmeier called meeting to order.   

• Secretary Report  

o Brett Pharo moved to accept the May minutes as submitted, seconded by Jim Morgan.  

Motion passed.   

• Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o Membership renewals continue to flow in.  Though membership numbers are steady, the 

size of the flocks is decreasing. 

o Carole Heupel moved to approve the report, seconded by Jim Morgan.  Motion passed. 

• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o Providing assistance on data entry for new members. 

o In discussion with LambPlan on new service contract. 

▪ When LambPlan switched to their new platform, all flock connection data for White 

Dorper was negatively impacted.   

• Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 

o Sheep GEMS is progressing but the project needs more participating flocks in the other 

three breeds:  Suffolk, PolyPay, and Rambouillet 

• Sale Committee Report 

o Presented by Matt Benz (report attached) 

▪ The Spencer sale will have an online catalog.  Currently 150 sheep for 135 lots. 

▪ The education sessions are almost confirmed. 

▪ One farm tour is confirmed and working to secure a 2nd farm. 

▪ Appreciation goes out to Jerry Sorenson for working overtime to support this sale. 

▪ The replacement ewe sale NSIP earns 0.5% of the 4.5% commission.  The NSIP 

online sale, NSIP earns 5%. 

• Convention Update (Rusty) 

o Partnering again with the Genetic Stakeholders Committee, NSIP, and Sheep Genetics 

USA. 

o There will be six hours scheduled for speakers and presentations. 

o Ideas for topics: 

▪ How to use data (GEBVs) in a commercial setting 

▪ Solar Grazing 

▪ IGG Impact from research by Dr. Scott Bowdridge at WVU. 



• Curt Stanley updated the group on the $3.4 million grant at NDSU:  $2 million of that will go 

toward facility upgrades. 

• Next Meeting will be Thursday, September 8 @ 7 p.m. CST. 

o Curt Stanley moved to adjourn, seconded by Jim Morgan.  Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 
 



 





 


