
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – March 9, 2023 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Kristen Bieber, Gavin Blomquist, Rusty Burgett, Zach Meinders, Lynn Fahrmeier, 

Cody Hiemke, Tom Hodgman, Carol Heupel, Dylan Laverell, Ron Lewis, Devin Peterson, Brett Pharo, 

Brenda Reau, Bill Shultz, Curt Stanley, Jake Thorne, Todd Taylor, Robert Walker, Andrew Weaver, Lisa 

Weeks 

Agenda: 

• Brenda Reau called meeting to order and welcomed new board members: 

o Andrew Weaver – 2nd V. Chair 

o Robert Walker – Hair Rep 

o Gavin Blomquist – Terminal Rep 

o Devin Peterson – Goat Rep 

o Dylan Laverell - Targhee 

• Secretary Report  

o Tom Hodgman moved to accept the November minutes as submitted, seconded by Jake 

Thorne.  Motion passed.   

• Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Bill Shultz (report attached) 

o Through February deposits we are at 167 memberships for 2023 fiscal year. 

o Curt Stanley moved to accept the report, seconded by Brett Pharo.  Motion passed. 

• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o For 2023, 415 tissue samples have been submitted to Neogen.  The high level of volume 

justifies moving to bi-weekly submissions.  The submission due dates will align with the 

data run calendar on the NSIP website.    

o The Searchable Database experienced a few more outages leading to the development of 

a new update tool.  The February 15 run validated the effectiveness of the new tool. 

o Goals for the next quarter: 

▪ Update breeder lists. 

▪ Host another NSIP webinar series for beginners. 

▪ Develop a schedule for webinars with more advanced topics. 

▪ Continue conversations with MateSel and LambPlan. 

• Executive Committee  

o Presented by Brenda Reau. 

o The Technical Advisor role will be open when Dr. Ron Lewis retires in June.  

o The EC is seeking feedback from the current Technical Committee members as we work 

toward filling this key position. 

o Dr. Lewis will continue leading the GEMS project. 

• Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 



o With the adoption of the new method of reporting the five genetic conditions from genomic 

sampling, we will need to define a reporting mechanism.  Currently the report is done 

stateside using the program developed by Dr. Lewis.  The NSIP will require a more 

sustainable solution long term. 

o Brenda Reau requested Lynn Fahrmeier and Rusty Burgett work with Dr. Lewis to 

determine a plan for the long term solution including contacting LambPlan for cost 

projections to incorporate Dr. Lewis’ program and Neogen directly to determine options for 

sending data directly to NSIP for processing. 

o Brenda Reau requested the Genetic Conditions Results Key table be posted on the NSIP 

website. 

• New Business 

o Goat ultrasound proposal – After being approached by goat producers to adopt a training 

protocol for ultrasound scanners, Chris Schauer has proposed the NSIP adopt the same 

certification standards for goat ultrasound training schools as are in place for the sheep 

training schools.  Matt Benz moved to accept the recommendation, seconded by Jake 

Thorne.  Motion passed. 

o Matt Benz proposed changing the MWWT acronym to MILK as long as the cost is <$250.  

Gavin Blomquist 2nd the motion and motion passed. 

o Matt Benz brought forth a suggestion of changing our EBV system which is reported in 

metric units to the EPD system which is reported in imperial units so that it better aligns 

with the cattle industry. 

▪ Discussion points –  

• Pro – both cattle and small ruminants would be on similar reporting 

systems. 

• Pro – simplifies discussion points during lectures to not have to explain an 

estimated breeding value vs. an expected progeny difference value. 

• Con – small ruminants are not cattle 

• Con – all our literature would have to be redone 

▪ Brenda Reau requested Rusty to work on gathering cost estimates of changing 

from EBV to EPD and report at the next meeting. 

o Devin Peterson (Goat rep) presented some proposals 

▪ Potential name/branding change to be more inclusive of goat producers – this is 

not a consideration at this time. 

▪ Potential discounts on NSIP fees – Rusty will poll the multiple registries to 

determine if discounting fees is a viable option or if this type of program could be 

standardized across all registries. 

▪ Request for Rusty to attend a function in September hosted by Pedigree 

International to promote the use of NSIP and EBVs. 

o NSIP ad in Suffolk Directory 

▪ Cost $300 for two full pages 

▪ Use same ad as 2022 

▪ Matt Benz moved to proceed with placing ad, 2nd by Caro Heupel.  Motion passed. 

o Review of Committee Assignments – Brenda Reau pushed this review to the executive 

committee. 

• Devin Peterson moved to adjourn, seconded by Cody Hiemke.  Motion passed. 

• Next Meeting will be May 11 @ 7 p.m. CST. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 


