
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – September 9, 2021 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Kristen Bieber, Vance Broadbent, Rusty Burgett, Brady Campbell, John 

Carlson, Lynn Fahrmeier, Cody Hiemke, Tom Hodgman, Ben Lehfeldt, Ron Lewis, Jim Morgan, Brett 

Pharo, Brenda Reau, Bill Shultz, Todd Taylor, Lisa Weeks, Tamra Kott 

Agenda: 

• Secretary Report  

o Ben Lehfeldt moved to accept minutes as written, seconded by John Carlson.  Motion 

passed.   

• Treasurer Report 

o Bill presented the 2022 Budget for review (attached). 

o 2022 Budgeted Income $68,250 

o 2022 Budgeted Expense $66,920 

• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o ASI Convention is January 19-22, 2022.  Sheep Genetics USA, NSIP, and the Genetic 

Stakeholders Committee are planning a joint session for January 20. 

o Bill Shultz asked if Rusty is getting reimbursed by the host party for travel costs 

associated with speaking engagements.  Rusty confirmed that his travel costs are 

getting covered. 

o No industry grants were needed to support NSIP in 2021.  NSIP was self-supported. 

• Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 

▪ Dr. Andrew Hess and Dr. Andrew Weaver have joined the NSIP Technical 

Advisory Committee growing the committee to eleven members.  Many of the 

members are junior scientists with a broad range of expertise including 

quantitative, molecular, sheep production, and health. 

▪ There are two proposed updates to the Hair Breed evaluation.  The change in 

parameters is impacting the data in greater detail than genomics.  For example, 

FEC EBV dropped by half on heritability. 

• New estimates of parameter values 

• New estimates of parameter values including genomic information 

▪ Matt Benz asked if other breed groups will be re-evaluated.  A sub-committee 

has been formed to begin evaluating how to move forward with other breed 

group parameter updates. 

▪ For the Hair Breed Group, the October 1 data run will include the updated 

parameters with genomics.  All future reports will list GEEBVs for this breed 

group.  Rusty arranged to have each member receive the Sept 15 data run and 

the Oct 1 data run for a before/after review. 

▪ The US Hair Index (predicts ewe productivity) will be impacted by the change in 

parameters. 



• Short term – delay reporting the index. 

• Medium term – Mimic current index and recalculate weighted factors. 

• Longer term – develop new index that aligns with a more economic basis. 

• Fine Wool Index Report 

o Tamra Kott presented her work on the development of the Fine Wool Index for her 

Master’s thesis. 

▪ Includes EBVs of Fiber Diameter, Staple Length, Fiber Diameter Coefficient of 

Variation, Curvature, Greece Fleece Weight, and Yearling Weight. 

▪ Ben Lehfeldt asked if there is an associated cost for adding the index to NSIP 

reports.  Jim Morgan said there may be.  LambPlan will need to add a column in 

the database. 

▪ The NSIP Executive Committee approved the data access for Tamra Kott’s 

project. 

• Sale Committee Report 

o Matt Benz summarized the NSIP sales for 2021. 

▪ The time Rusty spent on sale details was considerably reduced from 120 hours 

to 30 hours.  Time primarily spent working with Willoughby’s.   

▪ The committee is exploring other platform options for Center of the Nation sale in 

2022. 

▪ There are two NSIP Influenced Replacement Ewe sales scheduled.  The 

consignors would be required to provide the NSIP ID for the sires of ewes. 

• January 2022 – fall born ewe lambs 

• June 2022 – spring born ewe lambs 

▪ Matt requested a $500 advertising budget.  Cody motioned to allocate $2500 for 

marketing and ads for NSIP sanctioned sales in the 2022 budget.  Jim 2nd the 

motion and motion passed. 

• Next Meeting is scheduled for November 11 @ 7 p.m. CST. 

• Vance Broadbent motioned to adjourn, seconded by John Carlson. 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 


