
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – May 12, 2022 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Kristen Bieber, Rusty Burgett, Zach Meinders, Lynn Fahrmeier, Tom Hodgman, 

Carol Heupel, Ron Lewis, Jim Morgan, Brett Pharo, Brenda Reau, Bill Shultz, Curt Stanley, Jake Thorne, 

Todd Taylor, Lisa Weeks 

Agenda: 

• Brenda Reau called meeting to order.  Jim Morgan moved to approve the agenda seconded by 

Carol Heupel, motion passed. 

• Secretary Report  

o Matt Benz moved to accept the March minutes as submitted, seconded by Brett Pharo.  

Motion passed.   

• Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Bill Shultz (report attached) 

o NSIP’s total equity has increased by 51% over the average of the past three years. 

o Paid 2022 membership is at 186 against a goal of 220.   

o Kudos to Rusty for his hard work. 

o Jake Thorne moved to approve the report, seconded by Jim Morgan.  Motion passed. 

• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o The Searchable Database is quickly reaching its data storage limit.  Upgrading to a larger 

platform will soon become a necessity and with that there may be an associated increase 

in the annual cost. 

o Work is being done to add the Dorper and White Dorper to the searchable database.   

o Brenda asked Rusty to describe the common barriers for new members and not reading 

instructions is the most common. 

o Two webinars are being planned for beginners:  an FAQ session and a Contemporary 

Group 101 session. 

• Executive Committee Report 

o The MLA contract is being reviewed as we’ve essentially been operating without a signed 

agreement for the last couple of years. 

o Changes in the proposed contract vs. current include: 

▪ Cost/animal of $2.88 USD that can be adjusted twice per year.  We need to try to 

negotiate back to an annual cost. 

▪ Bill monthly Net 30.  Our current practice is to pay quarterly because of the wire 

transfer cost.  We need to try to negotiate back a quarterly payment. 

o Matt Benz motioned to let the Executive Committee handle the contract negotiations.  

Tom Hodgman seconded, motion passed. 

• Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 

o Update:  Neogen is realizing a better than 2-3 week turnaround currently in their lab for 

processing the TSU’s on the GGP Ovine 50k chip. 



o Matt Benz requested an update on Tamera Kott’s Fine Wool Index integration.  The 

Technical Committee needs to be provided with the Index work for review.  After the 

Technical Committee reviews, the NSIP Executive Committee will need to decide if/when 

it comes to the board for adoption.  Additionally, LambPlan will require some validation of 

the data also.  The associated cost of this review may be $1000/day. 

o ASI Wool Trust Fund and the original grant Tamera used will hopefully fund this effort. 

• Sale Committee Report 

o Presented by Matt Benz (report attached) 

▪ The first NSIP Influenced Replacement Ewe Sale sold to 11 states, 40 bidders 

from 18 states. 

• 100 Polypay October ewe lambs averaged $437.50 

• 175 Polypay January ewe lambs averaged $447.00 

• 10 bred Polypay yearling NSIP ewes averaged $770.00 

• 13 Texel March 2021 ewe lambs averaged $655 

▪ June 20 is the next NSIP Influenced Replacement Ewe Sale 

▪ Sept 12 is the third NSIP Influenced Replacement Ewe Sale. 

▪ July 11-13 Online NSIP sale 

▪ July 30 Live Auction broadcast, Center of the Nation NSIP Sale in Spencer, IA. 

• Next Meeting will be Thursday, July 14 @ 7 p.m. CST. 

o Brenda Reau moved to adjourn, seconded by Jake Thorne.  Motion passed. 

 

 



 



 

 


