
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – November 12, 2020 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Rusty Burgett, Brady Campbell, John Carlson, Lynn Fahrmeier, Cody Hiemke, 
Tom Hodgman, Ben Lehfeldt, Ron Lewis, Jim Morgan, Brenda Reau, Reid Redden, Mark Roembke, 
Bill Shultz, Todd Taylor, Jake Thorne, Lisa Weeks 

Agenda: 

• Secretary Report  
o Matt Benz moved to accept minutes as written, seconded by Jake Thorne.  Motion 

passed.   
• Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Bill Shultz (report attached) 
o Compared to 2019, enrollment up by ~20% 
o Perhaps we are beginning to see some membership stabilization.  The income from 

membership fees still may not be at a sustainable level. 
o Producers will be charged $3.50 for data fees in 2021. 
o Brenda Reau shared that the Suffolk Association passes credit card fees to the 

membership.  Bill Shultz recommended eliminating the 1st year free program. 
o John Carlson moved to accept the Treasurer Report, seconded by Jim Morgan.  Motion 

passed. 
• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 
o Online Searchable Database – The Index & Percentile Reports are now resolved.  The 

non-linked animals needed to be removed from the index calculation itself. 
o For Breeds with no linkages, the within flock EBVs will be turned on so the animals don’t 

reflect EBVs of zero. 
o Invoices for sale entries were mailed the week of November 2. 

• Technical Committee 
o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 

§ One of the challenges for the Genomics aspect is to keep it feasible for the 
producer to routinely sample animals. 

§ Cody Hiemke requested that the Genomics Committee be kept in the loop with 
the Ad Hoc Committee. 

• New Business 
o Ben Lehfeldt updated us on the Sheep Genetics USA status.  All presentations are 

completed and work will begin soon on defining the ByLaws. 
o The ASI Convention will be offered virtually on January 28-29, 2021.   
o For the NSIP Annual Meeting content is still to be decided.  Hopefully we will have pre-

recorded videos, live Q&A, elections, Genomics, Sheep Genetics USA, current progress 
of NSIP, Committee Updates, and possibly polling functions through Zoom.   



o The nominating committee (Cody Hiemke and Bill Shultz) will be creating a ballot for 
NSIP board elections. 

o Bill Shultz moved to eliminate the 1st year free program for new members.  Matt Benz 
seconded the motion and motion passed. 

o Per Rusty options for fundraising are being developed and the 2021 dues and fees will 
be the same as 2020 with no changes with the exception of the data fee which will 
increase $0.45. 

§ Dues - $100/flock 
§ Ewe Fee - $3.50 / ewe ($500 cap) 
§ Data Fee - $3.50 / lamb 

o Brenda Reau reported on the successful adoption of the new Suffolk Breed Standard.  
The twelve-member committee from diverse backgrounds worked for 10 months to 
develop the standard.  Added to the standard is a new section that describes using 
Suffolk rams as terminal sires for commercial breeders, required genetic testing for 
scrapie and spider, and performance data including record keeping and the use of 
EBVs. 

o Rusty reported that he was contacted by the KY Sheep & Goat Assn to cover the 
genetics portion of their Sheep for Profit School.  Rusty would prepare 2 – 2 hour videos 
at a recommended cost of $150/hr.  Matt Benz was concerned if this is really an NSIP 
function.  Would Rusty’s time be better spent working to contact members to reduce the 
AR collections and those members that haven’t submitted data to Sheep Genetics.  Matt 
Benz requested to negotiate for $300/hr for 10-20 hours of work maximum.  Ben Lehfeldt 
moved to proceed as ammended.  Cody Hiemke seconded the motion.   

o John Carlson moved to adjourn seconded by Cody Hiemke. 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


