
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – September 29, 2020 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Rusty Burgett, Brady Campbell, John Carlson, Lynn Fahrmeier, Cody Hiemke, 

Tom Hodgman, Ben Lehfeldt, Ron Lewis, Jim Morgan, Brenda Reau, Reid Redden, Mark Roembke, 

Bill Shultz, Todd Taylor, Jake Thorne, Lisa Weeks 

Agenda: 

 Secretary Report  

o Cody Hiemke moved to accept minutes as written, seconded by John Carlson.  Motion 

passed.   

 Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Bill Shultz (report attached) 

o Estimated income for FY 2021:  $64,000 to $82,000 

o Estimated expenses for FY 2021:  $65,000 

o Hard-copy invoices of all outstanding database fees for FY2020 have been mailed to the 

membership. 

 Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 

o The Database updates are ready to launch. 

 Toggle for Registered vs. Non-registered which requires the producer to enter 

the registration number in Pedigree Master.  If field is blank it is assumed non-

registered. 

 Within the Searchable Database a user can type in the registration number rather 

than the NSIP ID for inquiries on an animal. 

o The SRC Index is being reviewed for which breeds are eligible. 

o NSIP has been asked to collaborate with KHSI on a grant proposal for an industry-wide 

educational initiative in regards to genomics as well as developing a physical DNA 

repository and organizational system.   

o NSIP is collaborating with the Kentucky Sheep and Goat Development Office to develop 

the genetics portion of their online training programs and Small Ruminant for Profit 

school. 

 Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 

 The NSIP Technical Committee has added two new members:  Dr. Joan Burke 

from the USDA, Agricultural Research Service and Dr. Chris Posbergh who is the 

Assistant Professor of Sheep Production at Montana State University-Bozeman. 

 New Business 

o Ben Lehfeldt introduced two guest speakers:  Tom Boyer and Brad Boner from the ASI 

Executive Committee. 

o Tom Boyer gave a presentation on a new initiative called Sheep Genetics USA whose 

mission will be the advancing of the US Sheep Industry through genetic technology.  The 



vision of Sheep Genetics USA is a proactive and collaborative initiative focused on 

improving genetic tools to enhance profitability through measurable goals leading to 

long-term success.  NSIP would become a committee of this initiative.  This initiative is 

industry-wide and for profit.  This initiative will have the following mile posts: 

 September – Draft Plan rollout for key stakeholders 

 Early November – Team Zoom meeting to review, evaluate and incorporate 

feedback 

 Late November – Team Face to Face meeting to create Bylaws and Corporate 

Resolution 

 Late January – Rollout at Convention 

o Specifics Comments after presentation: 

 Biggest benefit is the research opportunities, takes us to next step (Rusty) 

 Need to add acknowledgement of Universities as a stakeholder (Jim) 

 Where is promotion to user and producer?  The end user needs a reason to use 

genetics.  Need to promote positive stories as incentive. (Matt) 

 Genomically enhanced EBVs are close to being available for the Katahdin breed 

which provides the framework for all other breeds.  (Jim) 

 The Michel Project proved the data worked yet no ads promoting that NSIP 

works. (Matt) 

 We need to be strategic in how we educate:  producers and ambassadors whose 

mission is to get the word out.  (Brenda) 

 How to overcome apathy in producers?  (Cody) 

 Who votes to create the board members?  Who nominates members to the 

board? (Cody) 

 How has this been received by the industry? (Reid) 

 Outsource a marketing firm to study the industry. (Reid) 

o Additional feedback from the NSIP Board should be sent to Rusty Burgett, Tom Boyer, 

or Brad Boner.  Comment on this initiative should be kept within the NSIP Board and 

presenters during this Draft Phase. 

 Next meeting will be November 19 at 7 p.m. CST. 

 Reid Redden moved to adjourn, seconded by Jim Morgan. 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 


