
NSIP Meeting 

Thursday – May 14, 2020 

7 p.m. CST 

Minutes submitted by Lisa Paris Weeks 

Attendees:  Matt Benz, Rusty Burgett, Brady Campbell, John Carlson, Lynn Fahrmeier, Cody Hiemke, Tom 
Hodgman, Ron Lewis, Brenda Reau, Reid Redden, Mark Roembke, Bill Shultz, Todd Taylor, Jake Thorne, Lisa 
Weeks 

Agenda: 

• Secretary Report  
o John Carlson moved to accept minutes as written, seconded by Brady Campbell.  Motion 

passed.   
• Treasurer Report 

o Presented by Bill Shultz 
o Thirteen renewed memberships.   
o Reduced AR from 131 to 39. 
o Anticipate tight cashflow in second half of year.  The grant from the Sheep Center outstanding.  

Brenda Reau will follow up on status. 
o John Carlson moved to accept the report, seconded by Jake Thorne.  Motion passed. 

• Executive Report 
o The suggestions and concerns identified during our review of the new MLA Contract are being 

reviewed by the lawyers.  
• Program Director Report 

o Presented by Rusty Burgett (report attached) 
o Assisted new members with setting up Pedigree Master and submitting data. 
o Planning the launch of small Producer Groups with the primary goal of creating networking 

channels.   
• Technical Committee 

o Presented by Ron Lewis (report attached) 
o To keep NSIP services up to date and competitive several aspects of the genetic evaluation 

services being provided to members merit attention. 
§ 1-Reassess adjustment factors and parameter values for traits currently included in the 

genetic evaluation.  Suggested action per board discussion:  Re-center these factors 
and values. 

§ 2-Incorporate repeated measures of traits, which are not currently being utilized, in the 
genetic evaluation.   Suggested action per board discussion:  Records going in and 
aren’t being utilized.  Useful data is being lost. 

§ 3-Reassess the construction of contemporary groups including setting minimum 
threshold values where relevant (fecal egg counts).  Suggested action per board 
discussion:  Thresholds aren’t being used so data doesn’t check for disease challenge. 

§ 4-Define genetic groups to delineate animals with unknown parentage used more 
recently from those used in the more distant past.  Suggested action per board 
discussion:  linked with #5, Measure genetic gains from unknown parentage. 

§ 5-Redefine the genetic base (benchmark for comparison) for expression of EBV and 
indexes.  Suggested action per board discussion:  linked with #4, Entire database 
groups as one, need to delineate this group to benchmark the unknowns. 



§ 6-Reappraise the construction and content of indexes.  Suggested action per board 
discussion:  Need to review all indexes. 

o LambPlan may be interested in partnering with NSIP to get #2 and #3 done. 
o Items #4 and #5 are important to address for new members and people using non-NSIP 

animals. 
• New Business 

o Decisions on whether to hold The Center of the Nation Sale and/or how it will be held will be 
made by June 15 as moved by Matt Benz, seconded by Brenda Reau.  Motion passed.  Rusty 
and Matt Benz will be point.  

• Next meeting will be July 16 at 7 p.m. CST. 
 

• Matt Benz moved to adjourn, seconded by Brenda Reau. 
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