
American Dorper Society Endorses National Sheep Improvement Program 
 

The American Dorper Sheep Breeder’s Society has embraced the National Sheep Improvement Program by 

pledging the society’s support toward NSIP’s efforts to utilize data in making breeding decisions. The 

unanimous vote came at a recent meeting of the ADSBS board of directors. 

 

“The board discussed the value of joining NSIP and in particular how it could help the commercial Dorper 

sheep industry,” says ADSBS Board Chairman Lloyd Wendel. “We have always talked about helping the 

commercial breeders and we have provided outlets such as sales around the country; however, this is a bold 

new fresh approach in providing data on sires from which they can choose the animal they want.” 

 

Along with the endorsement, the ADSBS has pledged an education initiative to reach American Dorper 

breeders across the country. 

 

“With large numbers of Dorper and Dorper cross in the U.S. commercial sheep industry, it’s important to 

provide breeding stock that demonstrates genetic potential,” says ADSBS board member Paul Lewis. “The 

NSIP program will enable producers to make informed decisions on the breeding stock they buy, and help 

Dorpers remain relevant as a commercial breed.” 

 

Dorper sheep are known as meat animals, and carcass quality is a focus of the NSIP, which calculates 

Estimated Breeding Values, or EBVs, based on generations of progeny performance. There are also EBVs 

for maternal traits and wool production. 

 

“Unlike the cattle industry, sheep breed associations do not have the resources to produce EBVs (EPDs in 

cattle) themselves,” explains NSIP President Reid Redden. “NSIP can provide this service to any and all 

recognized sheep breeds. Together we can be much more efficient at improving the genetics of the U.S. 

sheep flock. ” 

 

“We’re thrilled to have ADSBS on board,” Redden continues. “Support from breed associations is critical 

to future growth and industry-wide acceptance of EBVs as a genetic selection tool.”  

 

Along with its education effort, ADSBS is working to develop financial incentives for its members to 

participate in the program. 

 

“This is one way we as a breed can continue to improve,” says Wendel. “It’s all about a better product for 

consumers and more profit for our producers.” 

 

More information on the National Sheep Improvement Program can be found at www.nsip.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nsip.org/

